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Administrative and financial corruption is one of the most prominent challenges
facing municipal performance in many Arab countries, negatively impacting the
quality of public services and citizens' trust in local institutions. This research aims
to analyze the actual role of the legal department in municipalities as the internal
oversight and legislative body responsible for ensuring legal compliance, promoting
transparency, and combating corrupt practices. The research adopted a descriptive-
analytical approach, utilizing field studies and documentary analysis of existing
municipal laws and regulations to assess the gap between the theoretical framework

of legislation and its practical application.

The results showed that the legal department possesses sufficient legislative and
oversight tools in theory, but its effectiveness remains limited due to weak
administrative independence, a shortage of specialized personnel, and the absence
of integrated digital oversight mechanisms. Therefore, the research concludes that it
IS necessary to restructure municipal legal functions to align with good governance
standards, adopt unified electronic disclosure platforms, and enhance cooperation
between supreme audit institutions and local legal departments. The study presents
a practical and applicable model that can contribute to raising municipal integrity

indicators and improving institutional accountability.
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